Thi s is the otoscopic view of a left ear in a patient with no complaint. Hearing is normal despit e the abnormal appearance of the tymp anic membrane. A large , healed perforation with the two-la yered membrane is seen in the posterior half of the pars tensa. At the upper edge of the perforation, the chorda tympani passes over the incu s and stapes. Anterior to the vertical long process of the malleus is the pars tensa, which is involved with tymp anosclerosis. Occasionally , this neomembrane can rupture during swimming or diving , and tymp anopl asty might be required. In the absence of symptoms, howe ver, no treatment is required.
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